
 

Quarantine: Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: I just purchased a horse from an auction or kill pen. What do I do now? 

 

A: Once the horse has been transported to Heartland, you will need to set up an account with Unionville Equine 

Associates so the horse can receive veterinary care during quarantine.  Many horses purchased from kill pens 

and auctions, are sick or have been exposed to sick horses, have sustained injuries, or have chronic issues that 

have not been identified.  Having an account set up will also allow them to receive services they will need prior to 

shipping to their new home.  You will need to complete our online form and provide a credit card to be kept on file 

at all times for services. Transportation fees and quarantine boarding fees are also your responsibility and 

completely separate from veterinary services.  

 

Contact the facility that your will be bringing your horse to after quarantine or contact your veterinarian to let them 

know you have purchased the horse and where it is coming from.  Some states, veterinarians, or boarding 

facilities have specific requirements including vaccinations and/or testing that they require before a horse can 

come.  Make these selections on your UEA form so they can be performed during quarantine.   

Q: What is Strangles?  What is the PCR test and why do I need to have it performed? 

A: Strangles is a highly contagious bacterial infection that infects the upper airway, and lymph nodes of the head 

and neck.  Nasal discharge or pus from draining abscesses from infected horses, ponies, and donkeys is the 

largest source of contamination through contact which happens frequently at auction or in kill pens. It is called 

"strangles" because of the strangled breathing sounds the ill horse makes as a result of profuse nasal discharge 

and the swellings that form in the head and neck region.  

 

A PCR is a very sensitive test that detects bacteria associated with strangles. Our protocol is to wait a minimum of 

21 days after the horse arrives at Heartland before testing. During the PCR testing, the horse is sedated and an 

endoscope is passed into the guttural pouches where a fluid sample is collected and sent for testing.  It is not a 

blood test.  Testing for strangles is part of our quarantine protocol to ensure that the horse will not spread 

infection to other horses during the transportation process or other horses at its home destination.   

UEA will not issue a health certificate without a negative PCR test and coggins. 

 

 

 



Q: Why do I need a coggins and health certificate in order to have my horse shipped home? 

A: A valid coggins test is required in order to issue a health certificate, it is also a requirement of most boarding 

facilities and a way to identify your horse.  Your horse may or may not have come with a coggins test from 

auction, you will need to check and let UEA know if you need a new one drawn.  

 

If your horse is going to be traveling out of state, it is the law that the horse is transported with a health certificate.  

This helps to prevent the spread of infectious diseases between horses and states.  Your shipper may decline to 

transport the horse without one, and it is punishable by law.   

Q: My horse hasn’t shown any symptoms of being sick, why do I still need a PCR test? 

A: Just because the horse is not currently showing symptoms, does not mean they do not have Strangles.  

Depending on when the horse was exposed, it can take up to two weeks or longer for symptoms to present such 

as lethargy, fever, nasal discharge, and swollen or abscessed lymph nodes.  They can also be symptomless 

carriers that can begin shedding bacteria and spreading infection after being stressed (e.g. transportation or going 

through auction).  The only way to confirm is through a PCR test.   

Q: What happens next if my horse tests positive for Strangles? 

A: One of our veterinarian’s will call you discuss treatment options.  Generally, our treatment procedure includes 

an additional endoscopic exam where the guttural pouches are flushed and treated with antibiotics.  In addition to 

treatment of the guttural pouches, the horse may also receive injectable doses of antibiotics.  The most important 

factor of treatment is giving the antibiotics and the horse time for the residual bacteria to dissipate. Every horse is 

different and therefore, they respond differently to treatment.  Some horses require more time or treatment than 

others.  Our protocol is to treat the horse and wait a minimum of three weeks before retesting.   

Q: What vaccinations do you recommend for my horse? 

A:  When purchasing a horse from an auction or kill pen with no prior vaccination records, the safest approach is 

to assume that the horse has no prior vaccination history. While Rabies is the only vaccination required by law, 

there are other important vaccinations to consider.  These include: 

 Eastern and Western Equine Encephalitis (EEE/WEE), Tetanus, West Nile Virus, Influenza/Rhino 

These are often given as a combination vaccine. 

 Potomac Horse Fever 

 Botulism 

 Strangles 

If you are interested in having your horse vaccinated for strangles, they must first have a blood sample drawn 

for a strangles titer.  This will measure your horse’s antibody level.  Vaccinating a horse with a high antibody 

level can cause severe reactions. 



Contact your veterinarian or boarding facility to find out their recommendations and/or requirements.  Most commonly, clients 

will choose to have us administer a Rabies vaccine, and then administer the initial dose of their elected vaccinations as they 

will need to be boostered again in 4 weeks. Once your horse arrives home, you can plan to schedule an appointment with your 

own veterinarian for the vaccine boosters and exam so they can become acquainted with them.   

 

Q: What happens once my horse passes their PCR Test? 

A:  As long as we have a copy of your horse’s coggins and the information you provided on your form is correct, 

we can issue a health certificate for your horse via email.  Please make sure to update the office if your shipping 

date or information has changed.   

Q: Do you recommend additional quarantine once my horse arrives home? 

A:  As with any new horse, it is always recommend to keep them separated from other horses for a few weeks to 

allow them to adjust to their new environment, minimize stress, and allow easier monitoring of their health..  You 

can discuss the best protocol for your horse with your barn and veterinarian.   

 

  

 

 


